SUMMARIZATION OF
THE 18TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF CAJ
Hanoi, November 27th, 2015


2015 is an important milestone in the history of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). The launch of ASEAN Community at the end of 2015 marks a comprehensive integration of Southeast Asia countries to strengthen solidarity, promote cooperation, understanding and mutual trust between ASEAN nations, for regional peace, stability and  development.

The 18th General Assembly and 40th Anniversary CAJ with the participation of journalists from 6 CAJ member countries, including: Indonesian Journalist Association, Lao Journalists Association, the National Press Club of Philippines,  the Confederation of Thai Journalists, the National Union of Malaysian Journalists, Vietnam Journalists Association and friends from Korea, China, India as observers have proved journalism with its pioneering role and great responsibility towards public opinion to good values and contribute to the prosperity of ASEAN Community and the world.

Hanoi Declaration 2015 has been agreed and signed by CAJ members, recognized the need to enhance education and training, to exchange professional experience and journalist delegations for regional advancement and development, to increase the role of CAJ in their own country, in the region and the world. One of the focus of the 18th CAJ activities is to continuously encourage the participation of journalist organizations in Brunei Darussalam, Myanmar and Cambodia. It also calls for the return of the Singapore National Union of Journalists – one from five CAJ’s founding members due to its financial difficulties in recently.

Besides, to make an effective implementation of CAJ’s activities, the confederation creates a "Working Group" to be chaired by CTJ and composed of representatives from its member countries that will be tasked with recommending specific proposals aimed at ensuring the continued growth and relevance of the CAJ in the coming years.


As the 18th CAJ President, Vietnam Journalists Association has proposed "Action plan for the term 2015-2017" to strengthen the linkage between ASEAN journalists, encourage CAJ members to develop their own activities and actively participate in the organization’s activities. There are 5 main activities in the Action Plan, including: creating and maintaining CAJ information channels via social networks to encourage ASEAN journalists to popularize CAJ’s activities; taking the initiative in raising funds for a study-tour and conduct a training course for CAJ journalists to go to Vietnam; proposing to hold photo host a press photo contest prizes for CAJ journalists under the theme "ASEAN - One Community" towards the ASEAN Community  in December, 2015.

At the 18th General Assembly of CAJ, Mr. Thuan Huu, Member of Party Central Committee of Vietnam, Editor-in-chief of People's Daily Newspaper, President of the Vietnam Journalists is elected as the 18th CAJ President CAJ 18 (tenure 2015 - 2017). Mr. Ho Quang Loi, First Vice President Vietnam Journalists Association is elected as CAJ Secretary General.
